2009 Basic Activities Report
Peace Corps Alumni Foundation for Philippine Development (PCAFPD)
The primary purpose of PCAFPD is to provide former Philippines Volunteers and staff a means to continue their commitment to development in the Philippines.  Joined by family, friends, and Filipino-American organizations, the Peace Corps alumni contribute to a scholarship fund to support approximately 40 college students a year.  Thus, during the course of a given year, there is a routine and rhythm to PCAFPD activities, all designed to recruit, select and support the scholars.  

In mid-January of each year, the Board of Directors convenes for a full day to select new scholars.  In 2009 the Foundation added 10 new scholars from across the Philippines to pursue degrees in organizational communications, business accounting, mechanical engineering, electro magnetic engineering, education, psychology (2), civil engineering, journalism and accountancy.  Two of the scholars are supported by the Julia Campbell Memorial Foundation, which was established, and is funded by, the family of Julia Campbell, a volunteer who was murdered in 2007 shortly before completing her Peace Corps service.   PCAFPD provides support to three additional scholars who were recruited by universities with which PCAFPD holds agreements to provide recruiting and administrative services.
In March the Board held its Annual Meeting, at which the Foundation elects officers and chooses program priorities for the year.  March also marked the graduation of five scholars in secondary education, computer science, agriculture, agribusiness and accountancy.  In September PCAFPD’s long-time Treasurer stepped down and was replaced by a person new to the Board.
A semi-annual newsletter, published in May/June and November, is the major means of communication between PCAFPD and its supporters.  The newsletter reports on Foundation scholars and activities.  It includes news from or about the Philippines and about former Volunteers and staff and also serves as the major fundraising tool.  In addition to the newsletter, the Board conducted a third direct mail fundraising effort in September. During September, PCAFPD hosted a pot-luck picnic for Philippines RPCVs in the Washington DC area.
Non-routine and significant activities of the 2009 year were the creation of a Facebook page and the authorization of a second Philippines-based Board member on the Foundation’s bank account in Manila.  Efforts to register as an NGO in the Philippines were continued, but have not been completed due to bureaucratic complexity.  Philippines-based Board members, and those who visit the country, continue to nurture the PCAFPD Scholars and Alumni Association-- an emerging network of graduates and current scholars committed to mutual support and leadership in development activities.
Maureen Carroll agreed to serve as the 50th Anniversary Representative until another person can be found to take on the task.  Supporters have been recruited to create a special committee to plan and execute activities for the 50th Anniversary celebration.  
