2010 Basic Activities Report
Peace Corps Alumni Foundation for Philippine Development (PCAFPD)
The primary purpose of PCAFPD is to provide former Philippines Volunteers and staff a means to continue their commitment to development in the Philippines.  Joined by family, friends, and Filipino-American organizations, the Peace Corps alumni contribute to a scholarship fund to support 40 to 50 college students a year.  Thus, during the course of a given year, there is a routine and rhythm to PCAFPD activities, all designed to recruit, select and support the scholars.  

In mid-January of each year, the Board of Directors convenes for a full day to select new scholars.  In 2010 the Foundation is supporting twelve (12) new scholars from across the Philippines to pursue degrees in Hotel and Restaurant Management, Commerce, Marketing & Management/Accountancy, Psychology (2), Development Communications, Agricultural Development, Human Ecology, Elementary Education (2), Education/Biological Science and Business Administration. The scholar studying Agricultural Development supported by a scholarship funded by employees of the US Department of Agriculture, including RPCVs and others with an interest in the Philippines.  Establishment of the scholarship was the initiative of a PCAFPD board member, with the hope to inspire similar initiatives.  
In March the Board held its Annual Meeting, at which the Foundation elects officers and chooses program priorities for the year.  March also marked the graduation of ten scholars with degrees in Social Work (2), Physical Therapy, Secondary Education (2), Education, Civil Engineering, Elementary Education, Agriculture and Computer Science.  

A semi-annual newsletter, published in May/June and November, is the major means of communication between PCAFPD and its supporters.  The newsletter reports on Foundation scholars and activities.  It includes news from or about the Philippines and about former Volunteers and staff and also serves as the major fundraising tool.  In addition to the newsletter, the Board conducted a successful, targeted direct mail fundraising effort in September with the goal of eliciting increases in gifts from faithful contributors and a resumption of gifts from those in our database who had not made a contribution in the last couple of years. 
Philippines-based Board members, and those who visit the country, continue to nurture the PCAFPD Scholars and Alumni Association, an emerging network of graduates and current scholars committed to mutual support and leadership in development activities.
Maureen Carroll serves as the 50th Anniversary Representative and is creating a special committee to plan and execute activities for the 50th Anniversary celebration. The board has recruited a person to create and administer a listserv based on the e-mail addresses in our database, which will be used to communicate information concerning 50th anniversary activities and to expand our outreach to Philippines RPCVs with whom we are not currently in contact.  Preliminary discussions have been held with The Philippines Embassy to hold an exhibit and a reception at the Embassy in September 2011.
